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/līf/ noun

/lôs, läs/ noun

But for individuals facing insecure housing, states of 

becoming can devolve into states of survival, and with-

out assistance, the silence can be deafening. 

While domestic violence is the most common 

characteristic of homelessness, four in ten 

individuals listed economic challenges as  

the primary cause of homelessness. 

And while there are local shelters, many are unable to 

meet the sheer number of needs presented. Mission 

Church knew another solution was needed—one 

that knits together a community-wide safety net to 

redefine hope—one day at a time. 

STATISTICS FROM OUR TRI-COUNTY AREA* 

of those unsheltered were 
families with children

unsheltered adults 
increased by

of people experiencing literal 
homelessness were unsheltered

(unchanged from 2017)

When we’re fortunate, our lives speak the language of 
blessing: family, friends, homes, kids, food, work, love.

And when we’re not, we struggle. 

When psychologist Abraham Maslow developed his 
Hierarchy of Needs back in 1943, he explained that 
only when basic needs were met (including shelter, 
food, clothing, safety, love, and belonging) could 
humans then reach higher levels of self-actualization. 
But God never intended for us to meet those needs 
alone: Instead, He asks us all to put feet to our faith, 
legs under our beliefs, and words into motion—so the 
language of blessing can be spoken by all.

40% increase 
in unsheltered 

unaccompanied
youth

The number of unsheltered adults with 
a serious mental illness increased 40%

“I was in a place of 
 desperate need, and finally willing to ask  

for help. Through , I found the encouragement and support  
I needed…I got to experience God working through the people of , hearing their  

stories, struggles and triumphs, which kept me motivated during my trying time. We don’t have to go through 
it alone. Once we receive, we get to pay it forward, too!” 

—Elisabeth,  Client 

“I love serving here because I get to help people in their time of need, and to be a blessing to others which, 
in the end, makes me feel blessed myself. It really is better to give than to receive. And everyone I’ve helped—
whether it was because I opened the church to let them take a shower, or because they needed a few cans  
of food or a couple items of clothing—they were all very grateful. They are just people going through a  
difficult season like all of us have been through at some point in our lives, and they really  
appreciate when they find someone who cares.” 
—Randy,  Team Member

How was your morning? 

Did you savor a cup of coffee, 

a hot shower, a warm robe? 

*2018 data



/luhv/ verb

If anyone sees a fellow believer in 
need and has the means to help him, 

yet shows no pity and closes his heart 
against him, how is it even possible 

that God’s love lives in him? …our love 
can’t be an abstract theory we only talk 

about, but a way of life demonstrated 
through our loving deeds.

 1 JOHN 3:17-18

 is vision-casting a hope of things not  
yet seen. When immediate relief (like 
brown-bag lunches, clothing, warming 
areas, and showers) intersects with long-
term solutions (like education, employment, 
mentoring, and healthcare), the human soul 
thrives. Open one day per week to assist 
those without secure housing, and operating 
as a complementary partner to the area’s 
shelters,  runs its daytime facility based 
on the four tenets below.

Further,  is redefining what  
means: As we join forces to become the 
hands and feet of Jesus to those in need, 
we bless them and are blessed in return. 

“People truly matter to Mission Church and the  team. They’ve helped me so much 
and even invited me to be a part of something bigger.  has given me purpose!”  
–Darin,  Client

A vision to unite the 
community: We work 

together to meet
 immediate needs, 

offer hope, and 
encourage our clients 

toward success —  
all free of charge.

A belief that every 
life matters: We 

believe all humans 
are created in His 

image, and 
therefore are 

deserving of dignity.

A people who love: 
We will be known by 
the care we show our 

community, sharing 
with genuine hearts, 
giving with generous 

faith, and praying with 
steadfast passion.

A spirit that shines: 
We create and 

innovate, driven by 
what could be—not 
what currently is. 

Our pioneering spirit 
reflects the hope 

of the Gospel.“Desperate, pregnant, and sleeping in a tent: That’s where  found me. They immediately put  
me in a hotel, connected me to community resources and let me use their shower facilities.  

 became a family to me. Their team even threw me a baby shower to help me prepare  
for this little one coming into the world.  isn’t just about meeting a need;  

it’s about building lasting relationships.” 
—Lainee ,  Client

Pay it Forward is building a 

bridge between past and future.

hungry, hurt, lonely, and lost 
are transformed to 

filled, healed, seen, and found 

Are there any more beautiful words… 
between then and now?



/hēl-ing/ adjective

/prood-ns/ noun

/pahrt-ner/ noun

All this said, at  we want to be wise in all we do to respect the great trust of our community partners. And 

here’s what we’ve learned: 

The number-one mistake churches make is to provide relief  

when what’s actually needed is rehabilitation. 

How this translates: When someone receives something for free, the first time it’s appreciated, the second time 

it’s anticipated, the third time it’s expected…and beyond that entitlement and dependency take over.

As Christians, we may believe that such giving is good, but that without cost can become that without worth, 

undermining individuals’ dignity and development. Our goal is to provide the tools needed for long-term self-

sufficiency and, whenever possible, some avenues to give back what one’s been given.

We stumble and we fall. But thankfully we have 
others around us to help us up. The  Care 
Team helps people leave fear and despair behind 
by offering support, strength, encouragement, and 
hope. Volunteers listen, look at clients’ situations 
objectively, and offer practical, wise steps to help 
forge a better path. 

How It Works: 

 A Healing Presence: The  Care Team navigates and refers to available resources, provides one-
on-one pastoral support and wise counsel, outlines next steps, and helps clients grow emotionally and 
spiritually while coordinating solutions to specific material needs.

 A Healing Hope: We support our clients today with an eye on the future, assisting with job searches, 
life skills, mentoring, spiritual support, and more.

 A Healing God: We believe every individual has gifts and talents the world desperately needs,  
and partner with God to forge that unbreakable cord.

At , we need your support to keep growing, and believe we all have something of value to contribute.  
Here are our greatest needs.

	 Time: Give this most valuable commodity toward organizing donations, facilitating our programs on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, and investing in our clients’ lives.

	 Talents: What skills can you impart? Mentor clients, build relationships, and use your talents to help 
people get back on their feet, moving in the right direction.

	 Treasures: Either one-time or regularly scheduled, financial donations mean we can meet our clients’ 
myriad needs—from paying bills to procuring supplies to accessing services. In addition, material 
donations are always in order, with the most in-demand items as follows.

Medical: HotHands®, cough drops, over-the-counter cold meds

Clothing: Men’s and women’s underwear and socks, men’s work boots, snow boots

Gear: 1- to 3-person tents, sleeping bags, backpacks, flashlights/batteries, propane, blankets

Food: Chunky soups, canned ravioli/meats, dry cereal, ground coffee, powdered creamer, sugar, 
bottled water, breakfast/protein bars, Cup-o-Soups, ready-made lunches

PiF Supplies: Paper plates and bowls, 8-ounce cups, 55-gallon trash bags, reading glasses

Can we count on your support?  
We invite you to join hands with us as we put words into motion and redefine  

for individuals facing homelessness in Central Oregon. 
Reach out to us at pif@mymissionchurch.org or 541-306-6209.

Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor:  
If either of them falls down, one can help the other up…(and)  

a cord of three strands is not quickly broken. ECCLESIASTES 4:9-12

Not one of us is exempt from 

suffering in this life. 



61303 S. Hwy. 97 q Bend, OR 97702 q (541) 306-6209

/foun-dey-shuhn/ noun

About Mission Church
Mission was founded in 2007 as Pastor Brent and his family moved to Bend, Oregon, to start  
a brand new church. 

The heart and calling of Mission Church is to eventually plant 11 campuses that help to touch 
hearts and change lives all throughout the Pacific Northwest. We are on our way to this goal 
with a campus in Bend (planted 2007), Redmond (2012), Madras (2016), and Portland (2018), 
as well as online services (2014) for those who can’t make it in to one of our locations. We 
aim to partner with the Spirit in planting in his timing, and help to connect people's stories to 
God's purpose throughout the Northwest. For more details, see experiencethehighlife.com 
or call 541-306-6206.

EVEN THE SMALLEST SEEDS OF

kindness
CAN BEGIN TO HEAL THE WORST KIND OF 

BROKENNESS


